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Th . M : i N St et LY bays that a number of hlgh Tanking
N @E r @n . : v 7 7O Y washington officlals have a personal
' ' ‘ o ... | 'interest In Dominican affairs. All of’
o "# them recelved handouts from the

Domlnlcan lobby. Espaillat gives ths
o prlce list: an ordinary Representa-

tive “would cost about $5,000 or.
‘- . ", less,”” Committee Chairmen were rat-

‘in Santo Domingo

* 'h " LL3 -
HE Dominican crisis reached a *.man, an understanding of why Wash«[._ed__at__abow? Zlree trmes_that

critical point on May 16: General -. ington’s choice’ fell on him is es- ~ much.” Senators were worth very

.. Imbert’s junta was not yet strong . sentlal for a clear picture of what, i~ much more, and Chairmen of Sen-,
* enough to mount a declsive offensiye :” - {3 happening in this amall Caribbean: » ate Committees rated anything be-.
< against the Constitutionalists, and \lsland republic. ST - .;vtween $50,000 and $75,000. Money -
the U.S. force could no longer sup-. * . »was not the only inducement. One
" press them unaided, especially in ,' ) \ “State Department officlal, for In-
< view of the overwhelming protcst' Dominican Lobby w stahce, was “provided with a
g movement in all parts of the world. * blonde.” In fact, the lobby had a’

It was. at this critical juncture that '’ string of blondes on tap for influen=,
R Mr AVere].l Harriman, Presldent tial southern Senators and New

Washlngton sent in its "politlcal N
e e
President Johnson's speclal asslstant ,‘, “We have no intercsts in the Do-" . Trujlllos mes disappeared aﬂer

. on national security, it included Un- " minican Republic.” . his death—removcd Espaillat says,

/ der-Secretary of StateMwnn, Asslst- - : by U.S. secret agents. An’ American,

. ant Secretary of State 'for Inter-v Whom he meant by “we” was not " correspondent, Robert Johes of the’

> American Affairs Vaughn, and Dep- speciﬂed But the fact is that. the, "'Indlanapolis Star,, wrote: The files’

-' uty Defence Secretary Vance, They . ' US. monopolies, and. notably~the ‘_'1‘: “are supposed to have been splx‘ltedf
< immediately began negotiatlons with | - powerful aRockeieller Morgan and’\" out of the Dominican Repubuc and

¢ General Imbert, with a view, the . , Mellon groups, have a very deep in-. ;.. believed to be in Washington. .

' US. press reported, to working out terest in everything in Dominica that,,;.-. The evidence is belleved to be In the .

. a peacetil settlement. ;-can be made to produce profit.:'p. ;40 of certain officials.of the US.

. , ~ Agriculture is entirely controlled by “‘government—but which officials not
. However, even from ’the meagre " the South Puerto Rlco Sugar Com-_---leven ‘the" Invéstlgators‘ seem to
information seeping into the press It~ pany and United Fruit; mlnijng, and . know " |

. appears that the Bundy group were’ particularly bauxite deposits, by the

. negotiating anything but a peaceful Aluminium Co. of Amerlca’;- bank- Some of the detalls came to liaht

* gettlement. They discussed ways and . Ing by the First National City Bank Foreign Relations Committee, and

,.means of suppressing the patriotic’ wot New York, America's second blg " some of the disclosures found’thelr

. movement and bolstering - Imbert’s - 'gest. U.S. Investments in’ Domlmca "'w into. th It that'
junta by “economic assistance.” _ ..are estimated at $250 million. ay into-the press. i appears iha

during investigations by the Senate

" beneficlaries of the Dominican lob-
General Antonio Imbert Barxferas ‘\ But 1t 15 not, 0“1)' a’ matter, of in< by include  Senators Strom Thur-

- the Wall Street Journal wrote on -’ Vestments. There is a;lot 'of DO““C!o mond, Allen.J. Ellender and George-
< “May 12’ is an " adrolt "pollticnl ma- ‘_Jcorrupt polltlcs, bﬁhlnd .the invest~ w AL Smabhcps' also House of Repre-
‘“ noeuvrer," " the kind ot “strong 'ments * S u ’sentatives’ Speaker John W, McCor-!
" man” the Unlbed States wants in - Trujillo’'s - military. intelligence mack and Congressmen - Cooley,
" Dominica,. Whether or not he will': - chlex, Arturo R.-Espaillat, tells the Jackson and 'Withmw. Others listed

* become ‘a’'second '.l‘rujmo ‘or remaln’’ story, or. at leass part of. it, in’ hln" ‘an recipienu ‘of. Domlnican largesse
.mt At tempotary 'Wall smm pwﬁ-,\bqok "'rrujmo. the, t.m camr.'! uo \ m s&n..ﬁon ! Martin md nyrd.

AR Y R LW Yo

Continued

CPYRGHT

Approved For Release 1999/09/17 : CIA-RDP75-001 49R00020058b007-3

D T U S ——



2
Approved For Release 1999/09/17 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000200580007-3

¢ Henry F. Holland (Assistant Secre-  How Imbert Cllmbed to the Top him half of thelr forelgn exchange

" iary of State under Eisenhower), Ro-
bert Hinshaw (son-in-law of John'.

' Foster Dulles), Colonel Gordon Moore |
Elsenhower) dnd, ot’

" {related to
i course, Bobby Baker, who until 1963

_.was Secretary of the Senate Demo- .
cratlc majority. Together with Sen- :
Bobby Invested. a

ator Smathers,
sizable sum {n Santo Domingo
gambling houses,
“both still collect dividends. Smathers;

_incidentally, {s not merely one of
the two Senators from Florida; he'”
. is an Influential personage In Wash-_; ed
Ington, “among those iIncluded in °
“the inner sanctum,” the New York :

‘Times says.

The Senate committee also estab-
lished that the lobby is supported
- by -two of America’s blggest news-
© paper chains, Hearst and\ the Unlited
‘-States Press Assoclation, which ca-
; ters to 1,399 newspapers. One can

well imagine what kind of “news”’
v they ahm “the Amerlcan reader.

and presumably -

. 'But the clamour soon died down, It
" " was learned

On a night In May, four years ago, °’
a Chevrolet was speeding -along the
“toad from San ' Cristobal to Santo .
. Domingo. A volly from a hidden ma-".

- chine-gun sent it tumbling into the

roadside ditch. The driver .and his ..
passenger, an elderly man {n'a ge-
neral’s uniform, were killed, Their
bodies lay at the bottom of the ditch.
1 The elderly man was Rafael Leonj-.«*
- das Trujillo, the Dominican dictator.".
‘The U.S. press iImmediately accus-.
“Left subversives.” Scnator Sma-
-thers demanded fhat Marines be sent ..
. to investigate and punish the gullty. :

.

that the murder had
been engineered not without the as-::

" sistance of the U.S. Central Intelll-"

gence Agency. "
By this time Trujillo had become *

& hindrance to the United States. His *

. lust for power and ‘money—all Dom- .
"inlcan firms were expected'_w'-.,zlye;'_,

" L

‘- revenue~had brought the country to,

the brink of ruin. [nternatlonally.
Trujillo was hopelessly discredited.

Even the Organization of American’.
States had denounced his regime as .
fnhuman. Washington decided it was™
time to replace him with a more’

suitable filgurehead,

The cholce fell on Antonio _lmbert, .
/. governot of Puerto Plata Province.
~“Two U.S. officlals, Consul i
Dearborn and Consular offlcer John

Henry

Barfleld, contacted him and cau-

tlously proposed that he head a plot’

against the dictator. Imbert did not

have to be asked twice. He got to-
' gether a group of terrorists, armed

them and sent them to carry out.
the Washington sentence. !

Then followed a reign of terror

- organized and directed by Ramfis
. Trujtllo, son of the late dictator. The"
.. plotters were caught and punlshed,, )

' also many Dominicans who had had
no part in it at all. Imbert was not’
touched, though Ramfls knew of the

. part he had played in the murder of.

his father. The New York New Re-"
' public (Apr. 13, 1963) explained why? "

" the CIA had warned Ramfls not to

telllng him that it he behaved hime'

Sy O ;" self he could leave the country a‘
@9, ' S f' +rich man, which he did.”

j“'"‘
\ﬂ?;\ All the other members of the Tru-

SIESSTS i
AR f‘:};“..}:‘\ R ' §illo family left the country too,

i MEDIATION BUREAU presumably “rich men.” The Domi-'
| M G.Bundl, rep.

last of Trujilloism. Imbert, who had .
ws never served In the army, was made .
.»i» @ Brigadier General ns_a reward for
' 2 hls part in “removing” Trujillo.

. Subsequent events showed that-
- the CIA considered Imbert “its man
. in Santo Domingo.” -But Washington
was careful to take into account the
g experlence of Cuba—if a dictator -

M/I tary
_/w;tas

| And ao there began A pollttcal.-”
;,buﬂd-upot General Imbert, He was .r

JUN 9 1965.

" nicans thought they had scen the ~
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cil set up to run the country. The

Wall Street Journal wrote that he _ the overthrow of Bosch had been -
” masterminded by the CIA. Senator
Wayne Morse rtevealed that in a:
speech in the Senate on October 2, -

had been “quietly bullding upon his

role as a chief. of polica by bullding . .

up the police force itself and
reaching for {influence over the™

army.” By the time of the firs{ pre-, _ .
.20, 1063), which said that the “ar- :
Colonel °

sidential elections, December 1902,

" Imbert had managed fo knock to- . chitect” of the plot was
! Lear B. Reed, a CIA official and it -

fgether an alliance of minor political

parties. He was not, however, des-.. y

tined to become the constitutional ..

head of state: his political coalition P

Both the murder of Trujillp and

“popular national figure,” and con-

centrated on suppressing patriotic |
resistance. More troops were sent in 7
to support Imbert, and his junta was .
given $750,000 by way of financlal-

1963. It was later confirmed by the : assistance. . ;

New Yotk Herald Tribune (October

chief Dominican expert.

Predident Kennedy was annoyed -
" by this military coup and ordered a- -

proved too weak against Juan Bosch, «" quarantine of the newly formed jun- "

the liberal opposltion candidate.

Colonel Reed's Mission

President Bosch was inaugurated-*
on February 27, 1963. Both in Wash-:
ington and Santo . Domingo much -
.was made of the fact that he was.

. ta: it was denled diplomatic recogni-: ..

. tion and American aid in any form.y .
. . But not for long. In Octobet 1963,.7:
-Colonel Reed reappeared in Santo'.!:
«Domlngoland told the junta (accord-
- ing to the Herald Tribune) “that it--
"_could ignore the diplomats’

warn=:

mgs and still get United States

the first elected head of state. U.S..™ | recognition In a matter of days.”

Marines participated in the inaugu--..'l"

ral parade, and President Kennedy, ¢
.anxious to emphasize his “new ap-.

proach” in Latin America, sent Vice-.
President Johnson to represent him

at the inaugural ceremonies.

1

‘Less than a year later President-
Bosch was overthrown by a group
“of army- officers and deported to .
-Puerto Rico. There he told newsmen -
"that he had known about the plot,":
“led by an Alr Force colonel,”™ but

Voo

President Kennedy was assasslnat—
»ed In_ November 1963, and one of

. But there was also the mtema-'
tional protest movement to reckon j
with, and ‘Washington pretended a
“change of tactics”: Bundy's team
* was ‘to help form a “coalltion
government.” The Constitutionalists -
‘agreed, but objected to General Im- ~
'bert, who, in turn, rejected any ne- .
gotlatlons with the.“rebels.”

Washington, of course, yielded‘, .
" The Bundy mission and the Ameri- '
" can press are trying to convince the
..'-\_world that the United States Is pow- |,
- erless against the “unruly general.”

In launching armed intervention \
+In_ Dominlca, the United States -,

3 aimed at more than protecting Wall
Street interests. The Marines and:

-his successors first forelgn-policy, 4, paratroopers are there to demon-,

.moves was to recognize the junta..

v
?

- Unruly Puppet? .

The Constitutionalist rising 1in-
-.Santo Domingo upset Washington's °
plans Both “strong men,” Imbert.
and Wessin, had to be brouight into
the picture again—Wessin to crush

"could do nothing to prevent it. When /the Constitutionalist forces, and Im‘

he demanded the colonel’s discharge,.
~he was removed  from offlce- and
4sent out of the country.

Who was

¢ would not name? His name was dis- .
closed at the time by the New York .
World-Telegram: Wessin y Wessin., -

" And so, another servant of ‘Wash-’

ington appeared on the scene. Im-~
bert had got rid of Trujillo, Colonel
. Wessin was largely instrumental in -
.overthrowing President Bosch.. But‘
he, too, was no more than a tool of

the U.S. monopolies," whlch were . lta O} o
anxlous {0 get rid of the Domlnican e res ’ nce. P o

Presldent because he had eneroach
on aome ot thelr interests.

w1 "g. .

dUN 91965

: this mysterious Alr* ’
;Force colonel whom President Bosch ¢ ‘
! Santo Domingo harbour, where, thet._.-_
New York Times said, he was being ’

‘bert to form a “government of na--'
tlonal reconstruction” and "re-estab-'
i

»-1lish order.”

From April 30 to May 1, Imbert )

was on the U.S. flagship Boxet in

"groomed for political leadership.”
After the “grooming” he retumed

< to the capital to form a military- -ci=
*_ villan junta, which was later reor- L

ganlzed into a "government of na-
"*tlonal reconstructlon.” ‘But he could
not “re-estabush o"der," for Wessin

l {led to put down Conatltutlonnlilt" ;

.

\(‘ l‘ \-'

.-/
e
a

-

-

fl

strate to the whole of Latin America -, n
. that Dominica.will remain an ope- '

g

- rational base against national-libe- 'Ei[

. ration movements in any part of tha, "

. area. Washington’s men :in Santo

,Domlngo are,, helplnz it malntain - j
- that rmmre,. RO ,"

v r..,,wv»
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